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part of the world is for President Musharraf
to provide a stable government and to fulfill
what he said he would do, which is to have
elections in a short period of time. And I
believe he is—he deserves our Nation’s sup-
port, and so we are putting together a eco-
nomic package that will help him with debt,
help him with the expenses of the ongoing
operations, help him with trade. And we will
continue a dialog with the Pakistan leader,
with the full intent of finding ways we can
cooperate, in order to bring stability to that
part of the world.

President Putin. With regard to the pos-
sible redrawing of the spheres of influence
and the enhanced American influence in the
central Asia, I would like to say the following:
I am more concerned with the presence of
the terrorist training camps in the northern
Afghanistan, who send guerrillas to the
Caucasus—have been sending in the recent
years. After Ahmed Shah Massoud was killed,
I had a very, very sad feeling. That was prior
to September 11th. And I told President
Bush at that time that perhaps some serious
developments are in the making. And this
is concerning—this concerns me very much.

If we look at the relationship between the
Russian Federation and the United States
from the old standpoint, distrust and the en-
mity, that’s one thing. If we are looking
through the prism of partnership and alli-
ance, we have nothing to be afraid of. This
is one thing. Secondly, one shouldn’t forget
that both Uzbekistan and Tajikistan are inde-
pendent states and decide, therefore, in poli-
cies independently, who cooperate with and
at which level.

But focusing my attention at the following
circumstance, and I related it to President
Bush quite frankly—we’ve just mentioned
President Musharraf. We all should support
President Musharraf. This would be the right
thing to do. And we agree with this, and we
accept this. It is also true that American flags
are being burned in the streets of the Paki-
stani cities; one should not leave that unno-
ticed.

In Tajikistan and Uzbekistan, the Muslim
countries, too, American flags are not being
burned. Moreover, those countries cooper-
ate, for the first time, so openly and so con-
sistently with the United States and with the
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international ~alliance against terrorism.
Being Muslim countries with their own prob-
lems, none of them are squeaking or crying
foul; they are trying to address their own
problems on their own.

And in these conditions, the continued ap-
plication of Jackson-Vanik amendment to
Tajikistan and Uzbekistan, and so on and so
forth, one wouldn’t call it justified and just.
We need to and want to build a new relation-
ship in the new 21st century.

Thank you very much.

President Bush. Thank you.

NOTE: The President’s news conference began at
1:50 p.m. in the East Room at the White House.
In his remarks, he referred to President Putin’s
wife, Lyudmila; Minister of Foreign Affairs Igor
Ivanov of Russia; Usama bin Laden, leader of the
Al Qaida terrorist organization; and President
Pervez Musharraf of Pakistan. The President also
referred to the June 13 Israeli-Palestinian
ceasefire and security plan negotiated by CIA Di-
rector George J. Tenet; and the Report by the
Sharm al-Sheikh Fact-Finding Committee, which
was chaired by George ]. Mitchell. President
Putin referred to Northern Alliance leader Ahmed
Shah Massoud, victim of a September 9 attack
by suicide bombers. President Putin spoke in Rus-
sian, and his remarks were translated by an inter-
preter.
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Our countries are embarked on a new rela-
tionship for the 21st century, founded on a
commitment to the values of democracy, the
free market, and the rule of law. The United
States and Russia have overcome the legacy
of the Cold War. Neither country regards the
other as an enemy or threat. Aware of our
responsibility to contribute to international
security, we are determined to work to-
gether, and with other nations and inter-
national organizations, including the United
Nations, to promote security, economic well-
being, and a peaceful, prosperous, free
world.
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We affirm our determination to meet the
threats to peace in the 21st century. Among
these threats are terrorism, the new horror
of which was vividly demonstrated by the evil
crimes of September 11, proliferation of
weapons of mass destruction, militant nation-
alism, ethnic and religious intolerance, and
regional instability. These threats endanger
the security of both countries and the world
at large. Dealing with these challenges calls
for the creation of a new strategic framework
to ensure the mutual security of the United
States and Russia, and the world community.

We have agreed that the current levels of
our nuclear forces do not reflect the strategic
realities of today. Therefore, we have con-
firmed our respective commitments to im-
plement substantial reductions in strategic
offensive weapons. On strategic defenses and
the ABM Treaty, we have agreed, in light
of the changing global security environment,
to continue consultations within the broad
framework of the new strategic relationship.
On nonproliferation matters, we reaffirm our
mutual commitment to the Biological and
Chemical Weapons Conventions, and en-
dorse efforts to strengthen the Nuclear Non-
proliferation Treaty. Both sides agree that ur-
gent attention must continue to be given to
improving the physical protection and ac-
counting of nuclear materials of all possessor
states, and preventing illicit nuclear traf-
ficking.

We support the building of a European-
Atlantic community whole, free, and at
peace, excluding no one, and respecting the
independence, sovereignty and territorial in-
tegrity of all nations. To this end, the United
States and Russia will work, together with
NATO and other NATO members, to im-
prove, strengthen, and enhance the relation-
ship between NATO and Russia, with a view
to developing new, effective mechanisms for
consultation, cooperation, joint decision, and
coordinated/joint action. We believe that
these mechanisms should reflect the fact that
the members of NATO and Russia are in-
creasingly allied against terrorism, regional
instability and other contemporary threats,
and that the NATO-Russia relationship
should therefore evolve accordingly. We will
also work to strengthen our cooperation in
OSCE as a broadly representative, inclusive

1659

organization for conducting consultations,
taking decisions, and working together in the
region.

We recognize a market economy, the free-
dom of economic choice and an open demo-
cratic society as the most effective means to
provide for the welfare of our citizens. The
United States and Russia will cooperate, in-
cluding through the support of direct con-
tacts between the business communities of
our countries, to advance U.S.-Russian eco-
nomic, trade, and investment relations. The
achievement of these goals requires the re-
moval of legislative and administrative bar-
riers, a transparent, predictable investment
climate, the rule of law, and market-based
economic reforms. To this end, it is impor-
tant to reduce bureaucratic constraints on
the economy and to combat economic crime
and corruption.

Reaffirming our commitment to advance
common values, the United States and Russia
will continue to work together to protect and
advance human rights, tolerance, religious
freedom, free speech and independent
media, economic opportunity, and the rule
of law. In keeping with these commitments,
we welcome the initiative of Russian and
American media executives, journalists, and
independent organizations to convene a
“Russian-American Media Entrepreneurship
Dialogue.” We will promote intense people-
to-people exchanges as an important factor
for enhancing mutual understanding be-
tween the American and Russian peoples.
We pledge ourselves to the principles and
values that represent the best traditions of
both our nations, and to cooperation in order
to realize them now and in the future.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint statement.
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We confirm our determination to foster a
new dynamic in American-Russian economic
interaction. We seek to harness the forces



